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5,030 
pieces of steel

6,000 
pails of joint compound

30,000 
cubic yards of concrete

60,000 
sheets of drywall

15,000 
bags of insulation

140,000 
metal studs

1.8 million
pounds of lead
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by the numbers

smilow CanCer hospitalDear Friends,

Philanthropy takes many forms—from individual to corporate donors; 

from those who give now to those who have made a planned gift; from 

those who donate time or money to those who can donate both. All have a 

positive “impact” on YNHH, and we are grateful for your time, energy and 

caring. We couldn’t do what we do, or what we plan to do, without you.

As we head into fall, we at YNHH have much to be thankful for. We are 

also well aware that at this time next year, Smilow Cancer Hospital will 

be complete and we will begin to occupy new space that will enhance the 

cancer care we offer our patients. This beautiful hospital will stand as a 

testament to our donors’ generosity and commitment.

This issue of Impact marks the beginning of our second year of publication. 

The positive feedback you’ve given us in the first year has been gratifying. 

I am so touched by the willingness of donors to share their personal stories, 

and amazed by their commitment to YNHH’s mission of advancing 

patient care. We look forward to hearing more of your stories.

Warmest regards,

Marna P. Borgstrom

President and Chief Executive Officer



giving baCk

They have donated $100,000 to Smilow 
Cancer Hospital in honor of their daugh-
ter Ashley, and have asked their friends 
and colleagues to match their gift. After 
just a few weeks, the hospital had already 
received more than $45,000 in donations.

The Blumes’ inspiration for this gift 
and challenge came out of Ashley’s ordeal 
four years ago. “We wanted to create an 
appropriate gift acknowledgement in the 
new building as a testament to Ashley’s 
courage and to the wonderful support our 
family has received from friends and col-
leagues,” the couple explains.

Peter never dreamed he would be on 
the other end of the health equation at 
YNHH. As a podiatric surgeon at the 
hospital and assistant clinical professor 
of surgery, orthopedics and anesthesia at 
Yale School of Medicine, he was the one 
to whom patients and students looked 
for guidance. All that changed when 

then 10-year-old Ashley became criti-
cally ill. Suddenly, Peter was not the one 
in charge. He was looking desperately to 
others for help. “We always supported 
Yale-New Haven Children’s Hospital but 
we never thought we’d need it,” he says.

Three years earlier, Peter’s wife, Al-
yssa, noticed that something about Ashley 
was not quite right. She wasn’t walking 
properly. She had trouble holding a pen-
cil. The couple was told to forget about 
it, that she’d grow out of it. But Alyssa’s 
suspicions remained. Finally, the couple 
consulted Peter DeLuca, MD, a YNHH 
orthopedic surgeon and Peter’s colleague, 
who ordered an MRI.

“I was in surgery myself, when I 
received a call from one of the radiolo-
gists. They needed to discuss the situation 
with me immediately. I actually scrubbed 
out of surgery to evaluate what had hap-
pened,” Peter recalls. Charlie Duncan, 

MD, another colleague and a pediatric 
neurosurgeon, informed him that Ashley 
had a tumor that was causing an im-
pingement on the spine and needed to be 
addressed immediately. Dr. Duncan said, 
“I’ll take care of her and we will meet later 
in the day.” 

Alyssa and Peter were numb with 
shock. But that night many YNHH  
doctors, including Doug Vaughn, MD, 
senior director for anesthesia operations, 
met to map out a plan. Outside the room, 
more staff members who had heard the 

peter and alyssa 
Blume with their 
children Morgan 
(left), harrison 
(middle) and 
ashley (right).
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You’ve Got to 
Have Friends
Dr. peter blume and his wife alyssa have  
extended a challenge to their community
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news waited. “They all knew us, and they 
were there for us,” says Alyssa, who is on 
the board of the Friends of Yale-New 
Haven Children’s Hospital.

While Ashley eventually traveled to 
New York and Boston for additional 
treatments and surgery, her parents credit 
the care team at Yale-New Haven with 
saving her life.

Today, Ashley is doing well. Although 
she needs to go to YNHH for periodic 
checkups with her pediatrician, Nancy 
Brown, MD, she is living life like any 

other teen: She went to camp for eight 
weeks this summer, attends school and 
hangs out with friends at the mall. But 
the experience brought home for the 
Blumes the need for a cancer center in 
Connecticut. “We were at Yale, in New 
York City, and then we drove every day 
to Boston for three months for radia-
tion. That’s why we feel Smilow Cancer 
Hospital is so important, so that all these 
services will be in one place,” says Alyssa.

Peter adds, “Ashley is here with us 
today because of YNHH, and we’ve been 

given an opportunity to spend many  
more important moments with her. She 
is a phenomenal child, so this is in honor 
of her.”

Ashley, who has a sister, Morgan, 11, 
and a brother, Harrison, 7, is thrilled with 
her parents’ gift drive. “I’m really happy. 
It’s so important to always give back so 
that other kids can get through it too,” 
she says. =



MaKing an iMpaCt at Yale-new haven6

After giving more than 20,000 hours of 
service as a YNHH volunteer, 92-year-
old Luisa McCann could be forgiven if 
she thought about taking it easy. “I think 
maybe today is my last day,” she says 
thoughtfully. Then she stops to consider 
the question some more. “I don’t know. 
It’s difficult for me to stay home. I don’t 
like to sit and do nothing. I like to come 
here, because my work is so satisfying.”

Luisa has been a part of the YNHH 
family since 1984. Soon after coming on 
board, she received an emergency call 
from a doctor to see a certain patient, a 
Puerto Rican man who had been hos-
pitalized for three months for a kidney 
transplant. He was being discharged that 
afternoon, but couldn’t understand the 

instruction booklet for his care at home 
because it was in English. “Can you 
imagine, for three months he couldn’t 
make his needs known and he couldn’t 
understand what was being said to him? 
He had asked several times for a priest 
and never saw one because no one could 
understand his request,” she recalls, shak-
ing her head.

Luisa realized that even if she read 
the booklet to him, it would be too much 
information to retain. She decided to 
take it home to translate. Afterwards, she 
spread the word that she was willing to 
work as an interpreter and translator, and 
in so doing, gave birth to the interpreter 
program. “I saw a tremendous need, and 
I did what my heart and head told me. 

How can a doctor or nurse care for a 
patient when they can’t communicate?” 
she exclaims.

From then on, it was full-steam ahead. 
She translated medical texts and pam-
phlets, and interpreted for patients. She 
worked regular hours and was on call 
for emergency situations. Her persever-
ance made a large difference in the lives 
of Spanish-speaking patients. “When I 
showed up, they thought I was an angel. 
Think about it—you’re sick, you’re 
scared, it’s your life and health but you 
can’t be understood. Can anything be 
worse than that?” she asks.

Through her example, Luisa laid the 
groundwork for Interpreter Services, 
and what began with her dedication as 
a volunteer interpreter has now grown 
into a department with 20 full-time 
employees. YNHH now boasts one of the 
nation’s foremost translation services with 
key documents and educational materials 
available in multiple languages.

Jeannette Hodge, director of patient 
relations, volunteer and interpreter ser-
vices at YNHH, is grateful for the chance 
to know and work with Luisa. “She is an 
incredible person who has dedicated her 
time and skill to serve those whose first 
language is Spanish. Her unselfish service 
to patients and their families has been 
exemplary,” she says.

  A member of the YNHH Auxiliary, 
Luisa has served as secretary and mem-
ber of the executive board. She was also 
awarded the American Hospital Asso-
ciation’s Auxiliary Health Care Award 
for outstanding volunteer service as an 
interpreter.

Luisa is glad to have made a differ-
ence in patients’ lives. “It has given me 
so much pleasure and made me a differ-
ent and better person. I have learned so 
much.” 

And as for retirement? Well, don’t 
count her out just yet. =

luisa mcCann

the interpreter 
of maladies

volunteering at ynhh
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Corporate Caring

Bank of America and YNHH go way 
back. “The institutions have been work-
ing together for more than 30 years,” says 
Judi N. Cyr, senior vice president and 
senior client manager, Northeast Health-
care & Institutions, Bank of America. 
“Personally, I find that the people at 
YNHH are so passionate about what they 
do that it inspires me. I relish the oppor-
tunity to partner with them.”

Building on a long-standing tradi-
tion of investing in the communities it 
serves, Bank of America has proved itself 
once again a good neighbor. The Bank 
of America Charitable Foundation has 
donated $250,000 to Smilow Cancer 
Hospital. In recognition of this generous 
gift, YNHH will name one of the elegant 
glass bridges that will connect Smilow 
Cancer Hospital to the rest of YNHH for 
Bank of America.

The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation gave more than $200 million 
in 2007, making it the most generous 
financial institution in the world and the 
second largest donor of all U.S. corpo-
rations in cash contributions. Bank of 
America recognizes the vital role YNHH 
plays in the community, both as a health 
center and as an economic engine for the 
region.

“Bank of America realizes the positive 
contribution Smilow Cancer Hospital 
will make both medically and financially 
to the region by creating 350 new jobs 
during the construction phase and adding 
over 400 permanent full-time staff mem-
bers once the facility opens,” said Kevin J. 
Cunningham, president, Bank of America 
Connecticut. “We are pleased to help 
provide both an immediate and long-term 
positive economic impact for the Hill 

bank of america

Banking on  
Neighborhoods

neighborhood and the New Haven com-
munity by assisting in the funding of this 
comprehensive center.”

The aim is to encourage growth in 
struggling neighborhoods. “Investing in 
these institutions that are considered ‘an-
chors’ helps our neighborhoods develop 
intellectual, human and physical capital 
to strengthen the communities in which 
we—and you—live and work. When 
we looked at the Smilow Cancer Hos-
pital project, it was phenomenally well 
matched with this particular focus,” says 
Cunningham.

“We are proud that the bank chose to 
support Smilow Cancer Hospital with 
this significant grant. Our partnership 
with Bank of America was strengthened 
through the process that led up to this 
award. They asked great questions that 
showed their values and commitment, 
and reminded us how very important 
Smilow Cancer Hospital will be to our 
community,” says Marna Borgstrom, 
president and chief execuive officer, 
YNHH.

The Smilow Cancer Hospital project 
also aligned with Bank of America’s  
environmental initiative because the build-
ing will be “green.” An environmental 
leader for more than two decades, Bank 
of America has consistently applied good 
environmental behavior to operations and 
business practices. In 2007, the company 
committed $20 billion over 10 years to help 
customers take actions to address global 
climate change. As part of that same initia-
tive, $1.4 billion was dedicated to achieving 
LEED certification (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design, a rating system 
developed and administered by the U.S. 
Green Building Council) in the construc-
tion of all new offices and banking centers. 

Cunningham adds, “When you stack up 
all those different benefits, adding in the 
fact that Smilow Cancer Hospital will be 
state-of-the-art in fighting cancer and sav-
ing lives, we knew immediately this was an 
ideal candidate for a major grant.” =

richard D’aquila, executive vice president and chief operating officer, Ynhh; Dean g. andrews, 

market development manager, Boa; Judi n. Cyr, senior client manager, healthcare & institutions, 

Boa; Marna Borgstrom, president and chief executive officer, Ynhh; Kevin J. Cunningham, 

president, Bank of america, Connecticut; and James staten, senior vice president, finance and 

chief financial officer, Ynhh



Raphael Kellner, 5, picks up his shirt to 
show his scar. “See my line? I have a new 
liver! At kindergarten, I get to go to a 
Mexican Fun Fair!” he exclaims.

While Raphael’s parents, Samantha 
and Andrew Kellner, might not agree 
with their son that fairs are on par with 
his donated liver, it is a testament to how 
far organ transplantation has come that 
Raphael can be so blithe about something 
so serious. As he races off to chase his 
sister Sophie, 8, around their Scarsdale, 
New York home, it is clear that he is a 

robust, happy little boy. It wasn’t always 
that way.

Raphael was born with biliary atresia, 
a rare condition in which a fetus fails 
to develop an adequate drain for bile to 
empty from the liver to the intestine. 
Raphael was placed on the waiting list for 
a liver transplant in October 2003, with 
Sukru Emre, MD, ready to perform the 
life saving surgery. “Everyone we spoke to 
told us that we needed to be wherever Dr. 
Emre was,” says Samantha. Now director 
of the Yale-New Haven, Transplantation 

Center, Dr. Emre was then affiliated with 
Mount Sinai Hospital, New York. 

Three months later, at 10:00 p.m. on 
January 29, 2004, they received the call 
to say that they had a match and to bring 
Raphael in immediately. “Dr. Emre said 
not to worry, he’d take good care of him. 
And even though I was completely freak-
ing out, I felt that Dr. Emre is the kind of 
guy who, when he says something to you, 
he is telling you what it’s going to be,” 
says Andrew.

After a six-hour operation, Dr. Emre 

Donations that save lives

Spreading the Good Word 
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about Organ Donation
samantha and andrew Kellner with 

their children raphael and sophie
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Spreading the Good Word 
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“ Don’t take 

your organs to 

heaven. heaven 

knows we neeD 

them here.” 

organ Donors and recipients 

honored

On September 6, the rains held off 
long enough for the YNHH Transplan-
tation Center to welcome more than 
750 participants to a free transplan-
tation and organ donation awareness 
fair held on the New Haven green.

Yale-New Haven Hospital presi-
dent and CEO Marna Borgstrom and 
New Haven Mayor John DeStefano 
Jr. spoke at the event. The day also 
included refreshments, activities for 
kids, music and lots of wonderful 
living donor and patient stories. Liv-
ing and deceased organ donors and 
their families were honored in a brief 
ceremony. Many local chapters of 
transplant-related organizations were 
in attendance providing opportuni-
ties for the general public to sign 
up to volunteer, learn about organ 
donation, and receive information 
on how to become an organ donor. 
More than 20 people signed organ 
donation cards.

“Each year, over 6,000 people die 
while waiting for organ transplants. 
With nearly 100,000 Americans 
awaiting life-saving organ trans-
plants, the nationwide shortage of 
donors means that every day 18 
people die waiting for organs that 
could save their lives. The decision 
to become an organ and tissue 
donor can help make a difference 
in someone’s life,” said Sukru Emre, 
MD, director, YNHH Transplantation 
Center and section chief of transplant 
surgery and immunology in the de-
partment of surgery at Yale School of 
Medicine. He added, “Don’t take your 
organs to heaven,” he said. “Heaven 
knows we need them here.”

emerged to tell them that all had gone 
well. When Dr. Emre moved to YNHH, 
the Kellners followed. Although he will 
be on medication the rest of his life, 
Raphael has gone on to thrive beyond 
anyone’s expectations.

The family has since set up The Kellner 
Family Pediatric Liver Foundation to 
help reduce the incidence of pediatric 
liver disease and to improve the treat-
ment and outcome of the disease through 
research, awareness, education and sup-
port. To that end, they recently donated 
$100,000 to fund a transplant fellowship 
program at YNHH to further the goals 
of the pediatric transplant department 
through teaching, research and education. 

Most recently, the Kellner Family 
Foundation, together with YNHH, 
sponsored medical and other expenses  
of an infant girl from Guatemala to come 
to Yale-New Haven for a liver transplant 
procedure by Dr. Emre.

“Dr. Emre is a brilliant, exceptional 
man. He is a gift. The moment you meet 
him, you know you are in good hands,” 
says Samantha.

Just ask Raphael, whose future is so 
bright now: “When I grow up, you know 
what I am going to be? A foot doctor!” 
he shouts with glee, before tearing off to 
play again. =
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smilow CanCer hospital

“I feel so blessed in my life, I feel that I 
need to give back, especially to YNHH, 
which has been so good to me. I donate 
every year, and whenever I get a raise, I 
increase the amount I give,” says Marcie 
Scalia, manager of YNHH diagnostic 
radiology.

Scalia has a lot of company; many em-
ployees have been joining the employee 
fundraising campaign for the Smilow 
Cancer Hospital in a big way. 

“This campaign provides employees 
who want to make a donation that oppor-
tunity. It’s not an obligation. Employees 
have already participated in very impor-
tant ways, such as in the planning and 
design of Smilow, as well as in the won-
derful care they give to our patients each 
and every day. Giving to the campaign is 
just one more way to be involved,” says 
Marna P. Borgstrom, president and CEO 
of YNHH.

Many employees, however, feel that 
working at YNHH is not just a job, but a 
calling. They have participated according-
ly—with many choosing to give over time 
through automatic payroll deductions. 
Kevin Walsh, vice president, develop-
ment, reports that employees have been 
giving steadily since the ice cream social 
kickoff in July: “Employees have already 
pledged more than $200,000 to the 
campaign with an additional $930,000 
pledged by senior management, bringing 
us well over the million dollar mark.”

Jeffrey Malcolm, programmer analyst 

in information and technology systems, 
knows firsthand how important the work 
at YNHH is. When he was 22, he was 
diagnosed with arteriovenous malfor-
mation in the brain, which means he 
had abnormal blood vessels that could 
hemorrhage. The malformation was also 
causing him to experience seizures. He 
was sent to Yale-New Haven, but at the 
time doctors didn’t have the technology 
to operate without risk of paralysis and 
blindness. Malcolm struggled on for more 
than 20 years, always under the threat of 
hemorrhage, until his YNHH doctors felt 
that the research and technology had pro-
gressed enough to perform an operation 
safely. “I went in on a Monday, came out 
on a Friday. I am seizure free and have no 
lingering effects,” Malcolm says proudly. 
“I am donating because YNHH changed 
my life.”

Diana Russo, senior information ac-
cess analyst, performance management 
IT, is donating in honor of her mother-
in-law who passed away from breast 
cancer. “Back then, her choices were very 
limited as to where she could go in the 
greater New Haven area. Smilow Cancer 
Hospital is opening up a whole new 
world of choices for individuals to seek 
treatment.”

Scalia adds. “We all have known 
someone who has been touched by can-
cer. If you haven’t, you’re lucky. Donating 
is a chance to really make a difference in 
someone’s life.” =

Employees Get into  
the Game in a Big Way

employees Celebrate  

ConstruCtion progress  YNHH 
hosted an Ice Cream Social (top 3 photos) 
on July 23 to kick off the Smilow Cancer 
Hospital Employee Campaign. Employees 
had a chance to speak with hospital ad-
ministrators, including Marna Borgstrom, 
president and chief executive officer, and 
Richard D’Aquila, executive vice president 
and chief operating officer. An employee 
(bottom photo) adds her signature to a 
construction beam before its installation 
in the new building.
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Walk around the construction site of 
Smilow Cancer Hospital, and you’ll see 
them. You can even see some of them 
when driving by on I-95. They are steel 
construction beams, painted in a variety 
of colors, with messages of thanks and 
support. A pink beam with a white ribbon 
says, “Thank You, Nurses.” There is also 
a beam on the west side of the building 
dedicated to Robin Baldini, a nurse who 
worked at YNHH for many years and who 
passed away at the age of 42. Other beams 
sport messages such as:

“This is for you, George. Bald is 
beautiful.”

“Joey, Best of luck in life forever.”
And most important: “Hope is coming.”
The authors are the members of the 

Union Ironworkers of New England  
(Locals 7, 15, 37, 424), not guys you’d 
usually associate with sentiment. Andy 
Batters, safety inspector for the site, 
reports, “We collected money from each 
other, got the paint and just did it, after 
hours, on our own time. We stayed until 
midnight sometimes to get it done. It was 
important to us to thank all the doctors, 
nurses and staff who no one ever thanks.”

Maggie Zampano, a registered oncol-
ogy nurse, couldn’t be more pleased. “It’s 
overwhelming to have such special workers. 
They are not just building a building; they 
are building hope.”

The symbolism of the supporting 
beams is not lost on the staff and patients 
either. “The patients love the support 
from the men. They feel good knowing 
that strangers are rooting for them,” says 
Zampano.

The workers are particularly grateful to 
Cives Steel, the fabricator; Capco Steel, 
the steel erector under the guidance of 
John Turner and Shuan McCauley; the 
father-son team of Nicholas and James 
Emerling who ran the crane; and to 
YNHH for using union trades to build a 
cancer hospital “that will change people’s 
lives forever,” says Batters.

There’s more to come. There are plans 
for a teal green beam for the women’s 
services and bone marrow transplant 
departments. And the last beam on the 
job will be painted with every child’s name 
who has been in the Children’s Hospital 
since the beginning of the job. Batters 
says, “It will be on the beams forever, just 
surrounding the place with hope and sup-
port. This job has the best karma!” 

The ironworkers as a group have one 
last message, “God bless all the parents 
and children who we see through the 
windows every day.” =

beaming with hope and pride



The Mitchell brothers—Chuck, Jim and 
Dennis—and their wives—Karen, Jane 
and Kathy—have much to celebrate these 
days: the good health of the brothers’ 
beloved parents, Charlie and Amelia.

Seven years ago, Charlie was operated 
on at YNHH for a five-pound cancerous 
tumor on his liver. “Dr. Ron Salem per-
formed nothing less than a miracle,” says 
Chuck. In recent years, Charlie’s cancer 
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all in the 
family

has returned several times, but each time 
he goes back to YNHH, has the new spot 
removed and then continues playing with 
his grandchildren, golfing, vacationing 
and writing his auto-racing column for 
The Norwalk Hour. In other words, he 
goes on living his life on his terms.

Last year, it was Amelia’s turn to visit 
YNHH. She went in for an operation to 
remove a cancerous uterus. When Tom 

two generations show their appreciation

the Mitchell family

(standing from left to right) Chuck, 

Dennis, Jim 

(seated in the middle) amelia 

(seated) Jane, Charlie, Karen, Kathy

Rutherford, MD, operated, he found 
massive bleeding and a wide cancerous 
spread. He briefly considered just closing 
her up, fearing there was no way to help 
her, but instead he fought on. After a 
five-week stay in the Surgical Intensive 
Care Unit (SICU), Amelia, too, was able 
to return home and start living again. 

All through their parents’ treatments, 
the Mitchell family stayed close to the 
hospital. “The nursing and support staff 
were unbelievably caring and patient. 
They understood our fears and concerns, 
and explained things, no matter how 
many times we asked,” says Kathy. 

In addition, the entire family was 
not only allowed but encouraged to sit 
in on the team meetings when the staff 
discussed their parents’ cases. Dennis 
adds, “You didn’t have to know anything 
about medicine to know that the care was 
the best that they could get anywhere. 
Because we had such faith in the doctors, 
it was easy for us to agree with their plans 
and procedures.” 

“The staff has become like fam-
ily to us,” says Jane. All six agree that 
without YNHH, neither parent would 
be here today. To show their gratitude, 
and as a surprise to Charlie and Amelia, 
the Mitchells decided to give a gift of 
$20,000, split between the SICU and the 
Gynecologic Oncology Department.

Jim says, “Our mother and father are 
here with us today, enjoying life, because 
of the skilled hands and strong minds of 
the YNHH staff. We could never fully 
express our gratitude.”

The best part, Karen says, with a 
laugh: “My in-laws are still kicking. And 
not just kicking, but kicking high.”  =

why we gave
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thank you

in gratituDe

On a perfect spring evening in June, close 
to 200 guests gathered at great River 
golf Club in Milford for Yale-New Haven 
Hospital’s 6th Annual “In gratitude” re-
ception. The highly anticipated event is an 
opportunity for the Hospital to recognize 
the generosity of its largest supporters. 

marna borgstrom, YNHH president 
and chief executive officer, welcomed 
guests and said that the evening was a 
salute to benefactors who help ensure 
the Hospital’s ability to provide excep-
tional, world-class care and to meet the 
changing needs of the patients, families 
and communities it serves.

guest speaker frank Deford shared 
his family’s personal experience at 
Yale-New Haven Children’s Hospital and 
expressed his gratitude for the Child Life 
programs that his daughter Alex partici-
pated in. 

Cyd slotoroff, a music therapist in 
YNHCH’s Child Life department and a 
personal favorite of Alex Deford, per-
formed and shared some of her personal 
thoughts and reflections on working with 
pediatric patients.

annual golf anD tennis open

The Friends of YNHCH hosted its 17th  
Annual golf and Tennis Open at the 
Farms Country Club in Wallingford on July 
21. Over 110 golfers and 20 tennis players 
participated in the event which raised 
over $35,000 to help fund supportive care 
services at Yale-New Haven Children’s 
Hospital. WTNH Anchorwoman Jocelyn 
maminta, a Friends Board member, 
served as the emcee for the evening. The 
co-chairs of the tournament were Diane 
molokotos and kay krueger.

liz salguero, Dawn ladenheim, elizabeth 

Millane and tina garrity

Charles and ruth Chiusano, frank and Carol Deford, 

Marna Borgstrom

event co-chair Diane Molokotos (seated) 

and her tennis partner, Kim rudolph

Carole Cunningham, Carol loehmann,  

Bev welch, Chris Baillie

Dan Miglio, Daniel and nancy Kops

Cyd slotoroff
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planneD giving

the knight soCiety:

a gallant Contribution  

to the future

The Dr. Jonathan Knight Society rec-
ognizes individuals who have made 
a planned gift to Yale-New Haven 
Hospital either by a bequest, by 
naming the hospital as a beneficiary 
of their retirement plan or life insur-
ance, or by establishing a life income 
arrangement such as a charitable 
gift annuity or remainder trust. Their 
vision for the future and thought-
ful planning provide a permanent 
legacy to advance the hospital’s mis-
sion. The society was named after 
one of the original incorporators of 
the hospital in 1826.

By establishing a bequest or 
including the hospital in your retire-
ment plans, you can make an endur-
ing gift to Yale-New Haven Hospital 
without using any of your current 
assets. This can be an important 
consideration for many in retire-
ment years during these uncertain 
economic times and increasing life 
expectancies.

If you have already included 
Yale-New Haven in your estate and 
financial plans, please let us know so 
that we may thank you and welcome 
you to our Knight Society. Some of 
the membership benefits include 
an “insider’s tour” of the hospital, 
invitations to Development depart-
ment sponsored events, recogni-
tion (with your permission) in the 
hospital’s annual report, and copies 
of our magazines, Yale-New Haven 
and Impact.

For more information on becoming 
a Knight Society member, please call 
John W. Dixon at 203-688-5902 or 
e-mail john.dixon@ynhh.org. Or visit 
our website at www.ynhh.org/develop 
and click on “Planned giving.”

NOTE: Congress recently voted to 
extend the IRA Charitable Rollover 
through 2009.

topping off

The final ceremonial steel girders were 
hoisted into place on July 24 on the 14th 
floor of Smilow Cancer Hospital. The 
four beams were signed by Yale-New 
Haven Hospital employees, construction 
workers, and students from Meadowside 
Elementary School in Milford in support 
of a classmate who has been treated for 
cancer at YNHH. 

Six-year-old nick branca of Milford, 
who was diagnosed with a rare form of 
brain cancer when he was 3, gave the 

signal to the construction workers to raise 
the girders, including “his” beam.

“These ceremonial beams, along with 
all of the steel already in place, symbol-
ize in words and deeds that the hope 
of a new day is drawing closer,” said 
marna p. borgstrom, president and 
chief executive officer. “The topping off 
is a major step closer to opening Smilow 
Cancer Hospital—a facility we believe will 
become one of the top cancer treatment 
centers in the nation, if not the world.” 

Dr. robert galvin and Marna BorgstromJoel smilow and Mayor John Destefano, Jr.

nick Branca, seated with his father, Jeff Branca, gets a show of support from one of the 

smilow Cancer hospital construction workers.



When Bob Goodman sat in the YNHH 
waiting room counting the seconds until 
he would hear whether or not his beloved 
wife Meri had ovarian cancer, he made a 
deal with God: “Make this be okay and I 
will do anything.”

Remembering that anxious day, Bob 
says, “And if you promise God some-
thing, you had better come through!”  
Meri did better than “okay.” Thankfully, 
she did not have cancer. Bob asked Meri 
what she thought he should do to pay off 
his “debt” and she immediately said that 
they had to donate to the hospital.

Meri had been experiencing all the 
symptoms of that dreaded disease. Her 
doctor referred her to Peter Schwartz, 
MD, a nationally renowned YNHH 
gynecological oncologist, who told her 

that he was 95 percent sure that she did 
not have cancer and was initially reticent 
to take the case. Meri knew she was going 
to need a complete hysterectomy because 
of her symptoms. But whoever performed 
the operation would not know if she had 
ovarian cancer until she was opened up. 
“I put Dr. Schwartz on the spot. I asked 
what happens if I am in that 5 percent? 
Will my local hospital know what to do? 
Will they be prepared?”

He said, “I’ll take your case.”
“I knew from the start that I was in 

very good hands and it gave both of us 
real peace of mind. We want other people 
to get the same kind of care that we 
received,” says Meri. Together, the couple 
planned an unrestricted bequest in their 
will of over $1 million, to be split between 

YNHH and Greenwich Hospital which is 
also part of the Yale New Haven Health 
System. 

“I remember how grateful I was. They 
took good care not just of Meri, but of me 
as well. They made sure to let me know 
what was going on every step of the way,” 
says Bob, the former chief economist 
of Putnam Investments, a mutual fund 
company.

The Greenwich, Connecticut couple 
decided to name YNHH in their will and 
were delighted to discover how easy it was 
to accomplish. Bob marvels, “I had been 
looking at ways to fund different things 
and they were all a pain in the neck. This 
was so simple. We were having a will 
made and we just told the lawyer what  
we specifically wanted. He wrote it in, we 
signed it, and it was done. It was the 
easiest thing I’ve ever done financially.”

Meri agrees, “I signed my name and 
we were done!” =
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Pay It Forward
Bob and Meri goodman join the Dr. Jonathan Knight society
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making the grade 
U.S. NewS & world report puts ynhh on the national honor roll

For the second consecutive year, U.S. News & World Report has named Yale-New Haven 
Hospital (YNHH) to its national honor roll as one of the elite hospitals in the united 
States. YNHH is ranked 19th in the u.S. according to the July 14 publication of its an-
nual “America’s Best Hospitals” issue. YNHH is one of only three New England hospitals 
to be selected, joining Massachusetts general Hospital and Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, both of Boston, on the 2008 honor roll. 

“We are very proud and pleased to once again be named to U.S. News & World 
Report’s elite honor roll of America’s Best Hospitals,” said Peter Herbert, MD, chief of 
staff at YNHH. “To earn this national recognition for the second consecutive year is a 
wonderful reflection of the hard work and dedication of our staff to excellence in all 
areas of patient care, to the commitment to clinical research by our physicians, to our 
ability to meet the ever-growing needs of our patients and their families and to our 
intention to best serve the people of our community.”

In addition to the honor roll distinction, YNHH is ranked among the very best in the 
nation in 11 of the 16 medical specialties considered: cancer; ear, nose and throat; en-
docrinology; gastrointestinal disorders; geriatric care; gynecology; heart and heart sur-
gery; kidney disease; neurology and neurosurgery; psychiatry and respiratory disorders.


